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[bookmark: statment][bookmark: statement]Statement of intent 
East Park Primary School is a vibrant, engaging, supportive and safe learning environment in which pupils are given every opportunity to complete a fulfilling education through a broad and balanced curriculum.

We believe that homework plays an important part in education and the benefit of doing homework must be instilled at an early age so that independent study can be achieved. Homework is set to involve parents in the development of their children and guide them with a clear focus of the work to be undertaken. Homework is to build on skills and strategies taught in school and enable children to share their experience and development at home. Home learning is an important element of the partnership between teachers and parents as it supports learning in school, prepares them for assessments and ensures the pupils are ready for the next part of their educational journey. 

We are also aware that pupils have opportunities and experiences outside of school that are equally important in developing and enriching their lives. We will give careful consideration to ensuring homework is well-balanced across the school.

This Homework Policy was developed in consultation with all stakeholders, and with the full agreement of the Governing body.

East Park Values

RESPECT     GROW    BELIEVE    ACHIEVE     TOGETHER

Aims
This policy aims to:
· Develop a consistent approach to homework throughout the school.
· Make sure that teaching staff, parents/carers and pupils are aware of their responsibilities with regards to homework.
· Ensure that parents understand what is expected of their child.
· Encourage pupils to develop the responsibility and self-discipline required for independent study.
· Embed knowledge and support pupils’ learning experiences via revision and reinforcement.
· Work with parents and involve them in their child’s learning, and to keep them informed about the work their child is undertaking.
· Use homework as a tool for raising standards of attainment.
· Extend learning beyond the classroom.
· Give pupils further practise and a deeper understanding of skills, knowledge and concepts learned during the school day.
[bookmark: LF]Legal framework 
This policy has due regard to all relevant statutory and good practice guidance including, but not limited to, the following: 
· DfE Ways to reduce workload in your school(s)’
· Ofsted School inspection handbook’
· Ofsted School monitoring handbook’
This policy operates in conjunction with the following school policies:
· Marking and Feedback Policy
· Teaching and Learning Policy 
· Parent Code of Conduct 
· Behaviour Policy
· Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) Policy
· Attendance Policy

RESPONSIBILITIES

The Head Teacher, Head of School and Governing board are responsible for:
•	Frequently checking the policy’s compliance with statutory guidance and reviewing it. 
•	Monitoring the effectiveness of this policy and its implementation. 
•	Discussing with staff the extent to which this policy is being implemented.
•	Providing parents with information about homework.
•	Informing new parents about the Homework Policy.

The Year Leaders/Subject Leaders are responsible for:
•	Monitoring the effectiveness of this policy and its implementation of their team. 
•	Discussing with their team/staff the extent to which this policy is being implemented.
•	Providing parents/carers with homework information.
•	Supporting staff with ensuring homework is effectively planned and monitored. 

   Teachers are responsible for:
•	Planning and setting up a regular programme of homework for pupils appropriate to the learning and development needs of their pupils. 
•	Providing an explanation of homework tasks and ensuring that all pupils understand what they have to do.
•	Ensuring all homework is purposeful and links directly to the curriculum.
•	Setting homework that is appropriate to pupils’ abilities.
•	Monitoring homework regularly and making sure pupils are completing it.
•	Marking homework and giving feedback to pupils in line with the marking and feedback policy.
•	Communicating with parents if there is a problem regarding homework.
•	Being available to parents and pupils for a discussion about homework in a timely manner.
•	Rewarding quality work and praising pupils who regularly complete homework.
•	To use the Home Learning book to set tasks and provide feedback. 
•	To record and track the completion of homework tasks and provide support if required

Parents/Carers are responsible for:
•	Supporting and encouraging their child with regards to completing homework.
•	Becoming involved in their child’s homework and encouraging their child to have a positive attitude towards it.
•	Making sure that their child completes homework to a high standard and on time.
•	Providing suitable conditions and resources for their child to complete homework.
•	Praising their child and celebrating achievements about their homework.
•	Informing teachers of any issues that may arise and co-operating with the school to find a solution.
•	Keeping the school informed of any change in circumstances that may affect their child’s learning and ability to complete homework effectively.
•	Encouraging their child to discuss homework and feedback from teachers.

Pupils are responsible for:
•	Having a positive approach towards homework.
•	Putting the same effort into homework as class work. 
•	Making sure they understand the tasks that have been set and seeking clarification if required.
•	Ensuring that they have everything they need to complete homework and returning to school all books/stationery needed to complete their homework.
•	Taking pride in the presentation and content of their homework and performing to the best of their abilities.
•	Taking responsibility for their own learning and submitting completed work in a timely manner. 

PUPILS WITH SEND
 A balanced approach to homework will be adopted for pupils with SEND, in consultation with the pupil’s parents/carers and the SEND Leader. The school recognises that pupils with SEND may require specific tasks to be set, as outlined in their individual education plans. The staff ad SEND Leader will monitor this provision and ensure pupils have a level appropriate to their need and capabilities. 
[bookmark: _Equal_Opportunities]  EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES 
The school is committed to providing the full range of opportunities for all pupils, regardless of gender, disability, ethnicity and social, cultural or religious background. 
All pupils have equal access and inclusive rights to the curriculum regardless of their gender, race, disability or ability. Cavendish Primary is committed to eliminating discrimination and promoting equality and diversity in its policies, procedures and guidelines and delivering high quality teaching and learning that meets the diverse needs of the pupil population to ensure no child is disadvantaged.  

HOME LEARNING CURRICULUM:

Our belief is that home learning should focus on core reading, writing and maths skills as we feel that these three fundamental areas of learning are so significant that they will support and accelerate learning in all other curriculum areas. As in school, activities for learning at home will be inclusive and personalised if appropriate to meet the needs of the children. We also provide other curriculum opportunities linked to the class themes and key aspects of development including PHSRE. 
 
Parents will be offered the chance to find out how best to support their child’s learning throughout the year. Each week, the teaching staff set Home Learning activities to complete. Some tasks are set through virtual platforms, such as TT Rockstars Spelling Shed.
 
Our approach to Home Learning means that the activities must be relevant to what the child has been learning in school and should further or deepen the child’s development as well as provide opportunities for wider development.  

THE SCHOOL’S APPROACH TO HOMEWORK:
The school understands that setting, monitoring and providing feedback on homework is a large contributor to the workload of teachers; therefore, teachers will ensure that homework is only set to positively impact pupils’ progress.
Homework will be uploaded to an online platforms where pupils and parents/carers can view homework tasks and within paper books. 
Teachers will explain the school’s approach to homework to parents at the parents’ evening in  Autumn 1.
Every term, each year group will be informed of what is expected of them with regards to homework.
Every term, the school will inform parents/carers about the main topics and units of work being covered across the curriculum. 
Pupils will receive homework on a weekly basis which is to be completed weekly. 
Pupils’ weekly homework activity will be designed to take around 45 minutes – 2 hours, depending on the age of the pupil. 
Homework is marked through the online platform or by pupils and staff in school. 
Parents/carers are be encouraged to discuss any errors with their child. If they have any queries, they should speak to their child’s teacher. Feedback from parents/carers about their child’s homework will also be welcomed by the school.
The amount of homework set for pupils will increase as they progress through their education. 
Teachers or the school will set additional homework throughout the year linked to key events taking place, such as Anti-Bullying Week, Mental Health Week, a new topic focus or statutory tests preparation. 

REWARDS:
East Park points, stickers, class certificates, class treat boxes, additional playtimes, and whole school achievement certificates will be used to reward pupils for their efforts. The Reading Reward Scheme is implemented across the school for Reading and the Spelling Shed champions support efforts in this area. 

READING:
All children are encouraged to take a reading book or RWI Ditty sheet for early readers in EYFS home each evening to read alone, share with adults or to have read to them. Reading of a wide range of materials and use of is also encouraged at home to develop a love for literature and encourage the children to become confident and independent readers. 

In the EYFS Children receive a sound blending book as their first reading book as well as a book to share which will be changed weekly. As the children develop their reading skills they will move onto daily ditty sheets and then onto the RWI home school reading books in line with KS1.  

We expect the children to read at least four times a week at home. EYFS and Key Stage One children will need the support of an adult but the Key Stage Two children should be confident enough to complete some reading independently, however, children should still read to an adult where possible. Recordings of reading should be made in the Home/School Reading Record Book.  We ask that parents sign reading records and add any appropriate comments/notes. 

Reading Comprehension Tasks are used to support reading development as part of homework activities. These will be sent home in a book or in booklet form. 



SPELLING: 
Spellings are to be practiced each week. All Key Stage 1 & Key Stage 2 classes (if pupils are ready for this) will have appropriate spellings to learn each week matched to a pupil’s specific learning stage. The spellings are usually taught in family groups or directly linked to work in school including Phonics. Pupils are also tested on the Curriculum Common Exception words. Parents are encouraged to help children with these routine learning tasks. We conduct weekly checks on spelling in the form of spelling tests and also dictation. Research shows that applying newly learned words in sentences is more effective than simply always learning a list of words for a test. Every week pupils receive new spellings by a Wednesday for the spelling test the following Monday. Spelling Shed online activities are available to support pupils with their spelling. The common exception words can be found on the school website/home reading booklet.  

MATHEMATICS:
All pupils in KS 2 will have a log in for TT Rockstars online platform and are set mathematical tasks at an appropriate level from to support the mathematics curriculum. This provides pupils with immediate online feedback as well as the practice of key skills. 

Weekly mathematical tasks will be sent home in written form in a homework book, 
.  
Additional Maths homework will be sent out to support pupils if they need further support in a particular area and to help prepare pupils for statutory tests. 

THEME & CURRICULUM:
As part of the class theme pupils may be asked to undertake a range of tasks to develop their understanding in a particular area. This may include researching a particular topic, fact-finding, etc from the internet, adults, or resource books. As part of the whole school curriculum events such as Science Week and Anti-bullying Week, Easter, Sports Week, etc pupils are set a range of tasks to complete, including competitions. On the Knowledge organisers, there is key vocabulary linked to the topic being taught. 

EYFS 2:
IN EYFS the children are set a task each week linked to a different area of learning. This is set on a Friday. The homework will often be practical in nature but will occasionally be in the form of a worksheet or other written task. Homework can be returned to school by the Wednesday or can be uploaded onto the Tapestry learning journal. They are also expected to read four times a week and complete the Doodle Maths tasks on a daily basis to maintain their streak. 

HOMEWORK PROCEDURES:
Individual children experiencing difficulties with particular work may be given extra work to complete at home to help their educational progress and often work is differentiated to meet the needs of all pupils. This might be linked to a particular intervention group they are undertaking or their own IPM. 

Individual children may be asked to complete unfinished work at home or complete a task again within the school day if the work has not been completed to the best of their ability during break times or lunchtime. 

All pupils complete their homework tasks either within an online platform or within a Homework Book.  set date for distribution and collection enables children, parents, and teachers to work effectively and ensure the process is well organised.  

FEEDBACK OF HOME LEARNING 

Online learning platforms mark work instantly so pupils can see their progress and this is addressed through the tasks provided. 
 
All Home Learning activities completed on paper/in books will be read and checked by staff and an appropriate/form of recognition given or self-marked by the pupil guided by staff. 

REVIEW 
 
The Home Learning Policy will be reviewed at regular intervals and may be adjusted as a result of that review process.


APPENDICES

Appendix One – Homework arrangements 

Appendix Two – East Park Characteristics of Effective Learning 
























HOMEWORK EXPECTATIONS 
EYFS 2 
	Maths
	Reading
	Spelling

	
· Not sent until Year One. 
	· At least 4 times a week recorded in the Home/School Record book. (4 x 15 mins) 
Parents should comment and sign the Home/School Books. 

	· Not sent until Year One Spring Term. 

	Theme based homework or tasks linked to EYFS expectations. 
Teachers may provide additional homework tasks if they feel pupils will benefit from this.





YEAR ONE 
	Maths
	Reading/Phonics
	Spelling

	· Weekly Homework Task
Complete one set weekly homework assignment. 

	· Reading at least 4 times a week recorded in the Home/School Record book (4 x 15 mins) 
· Phonics task linked to the phonemes taught. 
Parents/carers should comment and sign the Home/School Books
	· Spelling tests/dictation tasks to be undertaken each Monday. Children should practise spellings using the school spelling sheet from Spring Term. 
· New spellings will be given out by Wednesday. 
· Regular spelling practise on the IT Spelling Shed platform.
When pupils are ready pupils will undertake the spelling tasks. 

	Theme based homework or tasks linked to the statutory Phonics Screening Check. 
Teachers may provide additional homework tasks if they feel pupils will benefit from this. 







YEAR TWO 
	Maths
	Reading
	Spelling

	
· Weekly Homework Task
Complete one set weekly homework assignment. 

	· Reading t least 4 times a week recorded in the Home/School Record book (4 x 15 mins) 
Parents/carers should comment and sign the Home/School Books
	· Spelling tests/dictation tasks to be undertaken each Monday. Children should practise spellings using the school spelling sheet. 
· New spellings will be given out each Wednesday. 
· Regular spelling practise on the IT Spelling Shed platform.

	Theme based homework or tasks linked to Year Two expectations. 
Teachers may provide additional homework tasks if they feel pupils will benefit from this. 



YEAR THREE  
	Maths
	Reading
	Spelling

	· Weekly Homework Task
Complete one set weekly homework assignment. 

· TT Rockstars
Complete at least 3 times a week 
· Additional Times Table Tasks to help prepare for the Multiplication Check in Y4. 
	· Reading t least 4 times a week recorded in the Home/School Record book (4 x 15 mins) 
Parents/carers should comment and sign the Home/School Books
	· Spelling tests/dictation tasks to be undertaken each Monday. Children should practise spellings using the school spelling sheet. 
· New spellings will be given out by each Wednesday. 
Regular spelling practise on the IT Spelling Shed platform.

	Theme based homework or tasks linked to Year Two expectations. 
Teachers may provide additional homework tasks if they feel pupils will benefit from this. 



YEAR FOUR  
	Maths
	Reading
	Spelling

	· Weekly Homework Task
Complete one set weekly homework assignment. 

· TT Rockstars
Complete at least 3 times a week 
· Additional Times Table Tasks to help prepare for the Multiplication Check
	· Reading t least 4 times a week recorded in the Home/School Record book (4 x 15 mins) 
Parents/carers should comment and sign the Home/School Books
	· Spelling tests/dictation tasks to be undertaken each Monday. Children should practise spellings using the school spelling sheet. 
· New spellings will be given out by each Wednesday. 
Regular spelling practise on the IT Spelling Shed platform.

	Theme based homework or tasks linked to the statutory Year Four Times Table Check. 
Teachers may provide additional homework tasks if they feel pupils will benefit from this. 



YEAR FIVE
	Maths
	Reading
	Spelling

	•	Weekly Homework Task
Complete one set weekly homework assignment. 
· TT Rockstars
Complete at least 3 times a week 
Additional Times Table Tasks to help prepare for the Multiplication Check
	· Reading t least 4 times a week recorded in the Home/School Record book (4 x 15 mins) 
Parents/carers should comment and sign the Home/School Books
	· Spelling tests/dictation tasks to be undertaken each Monday. Children should practise spellings using the school spelling sheet. 
· New spellings will be given out each Wednesday. 
Regular spelling practise on the IT Spelling Shed platform.

	Theme based homework or additional basic skills tasks linked to Maths and English may be sent home to support the upper Key Stage Two curriculum expectations. 
Teachers may provide additional homework tasks if they feel pupils will benefit from this. 




YEAR SIX  

	Maths
	Reading
	SPAG

	· TT Rockstars
Complete at least 3 times a week 

· Paper-based homework linked to arithmetic or problem-solving.
· SATs paper revision booklets. 
	· At least 4 times a week recorded in the Home/School Record book
· Regular reading comprehension tasks to support SATs. 
Parents should comment and sign the Home/School Books

· Regular Grammar based tasks to support SATs. 
	· Spelling tests/dictation tasks will be undertaken each Monday 
· New spellings will be given out by each Wednesdy 
· Spelling practise on Spelling Shed each day 
· Children should practise spellings using the recommended spelling activities. 

	Theme based homework or additional basic skills tasks linked to Maths and English may be sent home to support the upper Key Stage Two curriculum expectations. 
Teachers may provide additional homework tasks if they feel pupils will benefit from this. 












EAST PARK CHARACTERISTICS OF EFFECTIVE LEARNING

	WORKING WITH A GOOD ATTITUDE TO LEARNING

	Demonstrating a ‘can do’ attitude:
 • Seeking challenges and further opportunities for learning 
  • Showing a ‘can do’ attitude
 • Taking a risk, engaging in new experiences, and learning by trial and error
• Initiating activities 
• Building on skills and the support of others 

	Not giving up:
  • Persevering with tasks when challenges occur
  • Showing a belief that more effort or a different approach will pay off
  • Not giving up 
  • Engaging in open-ended activity

	Taking an active role and being engaged:
  • Maintaining focus on tasks for a specific period of time
  • Showing high levels of enthusiasm and engagement
  • Not easily distracted
  • Paying attention to instructions and expectations 

	WORKING HARMONIOUSLY

	Discovering together:
 • Working in partnership to ensure positive collaboration and a positive finished result 
 • Showing inquisitiveness about the world around them
  • Showing respect for other people’s suggestions
  • Taking on a range of roles within a team  

	Making a positive contribution:
 • Being a full member of The Team
 • Being responsible for own choices and actions and helping others to do the same
 • Respecting others’ ideas, beliefs and contributions
 • Showing an understanding of right from wrong

	WORKING WITH INDEPENDENCE

	Having confidence in their own strategies and ideas:
  • Thinking of own ideas and approaches to tasks 
  • Finding ways to solve problems using different approaches and resources 
  • Finding new ways to do things to achieve an end result 
  • Having self-knowledge, self-esteem and self-belief

	Choosing own direction of working:
  • Planning, making decisions about how to approach a task, solve a problem and reach a result 
  • Checking how well their activities are going and altering if required 
  • Reviewing and evaluating how well the approach worked

	WORKING TO THE BEST OF MY ABILITY

	Taking pride in their learning:
 • Showing fulfilment in meeting their own targets and aspirations 
  • Completing activities to the best of their ability 
 • Being proud of how they accomplished something - not just the end result
  • Enjoying meeting challenges for their own sake rather than external rewards or praise

	Being able to plan their own learning:
 • Making links and noticing connections in their experience
  • Making predictions and explaining reasons
  • Testing their ideas and evaluating 
  • Developing ideas of grouping, sequences, cause and effect

	Using the ‘vocabulary of learning’:
  • Discussing and describing using well-chosen vocabulary and going deeper trying new challenges  
 • Reflecting, questioning, reasoning and evaluating 
 • Practising and applying in different contexts with different starting points  
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